jg                                                                   SRISAILAM TEMPLE (CAlFrYAT IN A. P.
Previously there was no custom of muslims and last castes entering the temple.
At present all of them enter the temple. However, they do not enter the sanctum
sanctorum. They enter other places.
There were three shops formerly on festival days. One shop was selling rice and
other commodities while a second shop sold castor oil and the third sandalhood powder.
In addition, there was a shop selling bangles. These shopkeepers arc paying a fixed
amount to the 'Divanam1. The articles whiehcostonerupee down (he hill are sold at
three rupees up on the Parvatam. Tollsare thus levied by them on pilgrims who bring up
provisions. Previously these tolls were small and pilgrims were congregating in large
numbers, and sums of rupees 40,000/~ one year and one lakh of rupees another year
were collected. As higher tolls 'are being collected at present, people are not coming
here in large numbers. The revenue collections at present this year has amounted to
20,000 rupees.
The Sirkar officials stay on the hill during festival days; hence ehenehus also
stay on the hill. Ten families reside in huts to the south of the temple during festival
days. When the Sirkar officials move down the hill, they move down to a distance
of three 'paruvus' to the south east of the temple. These are known as 'Parvata
ehenehus'. Once in eight or ten days, they come to the temple and carry news back
that all is well with the priests in the temple.
In the temple, there is a'jangam performing worship to Lord Mallikurjunaswamy;
there is a brahmin doing puja to Bhramaramba. There is another baifagi. These
three stay in the temple. Gosains and bairagis who arrive here spend three nights
and go away. Some stay with a view to reside but then leave as they cannot obtain
food. Those who stay bringing up food grains, also contract diseases and die.
The theerthas in the Swamy's temple are covered with stone mundupus; hence
the waters do not get Sunlight. Tn addition the waters are oily with grcu.sc floating on the
top. The waters of the Kila Bhavi are the best here; these waters also however are
disease-prone. During festival days the waters of other thcerthams become muddy
due to usage by crowds. The 'Kila-bhavi' is then locked up and opened. Hence it
has got the name of KIL1 bhavi. The waters in the temple arc infected resulting in
diseases. Hence the danger. The pujaris therefore keep on changing every six months.
Even these priests suffer from disease. As the temple is on the Parvata, it is a sickly
place and malaria infested. Chenchus are permanent residents of hilly ureas and there-
fore there is not much danger for them.
A chenchu by name Vudathalooru Gangadu who turned robber on the path-
ways to the Parvatam, committed dacoity in the temple during daytime in the famine
year Vnodhi knt threatening the Brahmachari-brahmin worshipping the mother by
tying rags to his fingers, dipping them in oil; and carried away provisions and gilded
plates covering the Nandi etc. in the sanctum sanctorum, with the assistance of thirty